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Activities are starting to resume!
A popular spring activity, Birding by Ear led by Dave Tracy, is ready to resume. It
will take place on Tuesday mornings starting in March and continuing into June or
until the migrants are no longer singing. All participants must complete an ECAS
activity waiver to attend. Following the link, this form is fillable on line and once
submitted, will be stored electronically in the Member Planet database and is good
for the length of the activity. Masks are optional at this time and birders are asked
to stay home if they or anyone in their household have recently had any signs or
symptoms of COVID.
The first outing will be announced on COBOL and will be posted on the ECAS
website. The group will meet at Sawyer Park (view a map)along the Deschutes River
starting at 8:00 am. Attendance is FREE and ALL AGES and skill levels are
welcome to attend. Bring your binoculars and be prepared for chilly weather, so
dress warm with gloves and appropriate footwear. Typical time and distances will
vary, but generally the walk will from 1.5-3 miles long over the course of a 1.5-2
hour walk. Our objective is for all to have an enjoyable time and get to know our
local birds better, by sight as well as by ear. We will focus early on getting to know
the relatively small number of resident and wintering birds and then share the
excitement as we note the arrival of neotropical migrant wrens, vireos, swallows,
swifts and others. The morning chorus will fill the air with song over the next few
months, and knowing the bird vocalizations adds another level of enjoyment and
strengthens our connection to nature as we soak in this wonderful seasonal
phenomenon. Contact Dave Tracy for more information. Tel (541) 390-9931

Golden Eagle Nest Activity
The Wychus Creek Golden Eagle Nest Cam is up and running and Petra laid an
egg on February 25. Here is a link to the happy event

https://www.goldeneaglecam.org/home/live-camera#comments
There is also a YouTube video of the event at youtu.be/EQAwPvaODFE

Birding Basics Zoom Course Offered in April 2022 By Lynda Paznokas
Here’s all of the info…
Send your information to Lpaz@bendnet.com
Birding isn’t for the birds…it’s all ABOUT the birds. Join Lynda Paznokas on Zoom
for Birding Basics to explore the fascinating world of birding. Birding Basics is
designed for beginning birders and other birders who want to review the basics.
Four class sessions, lasting about an hour each, will be held Wednesdays, April 6,
13, 20, 27 from 7:00-8:00 pm. Although the sessions will be arranged sequentially,
participants are welcome to attend all or some sessions as their schedules allow.
This is a free course; To register, email Lynda at Lpaz@bendnet.com with the
following information:
•
•
•
•

Your first and last name
City and State where you live
Your email address
Indicate whether you're an ECAS member or guest of ECAS

Session 1: Bird Identification: Color, shape, size, and behavior Session 2:
Resources: Books, apps, websites, games, equipment, ethics Session 3: Backyard
Birding: Houses, baths, feeders, gardening for the birds Session 4: Birding as a
Social Activity: Organizations, events, citizen science, bird cams. ECAS is
sponsoring Birding Basics but please know that if you have friends who are
interested in birding, they are welcome to attend. One of the good things about
Zoom is that we can have an audience of any size. And who knows…if your friends
become interested in birds, perhaps they will become active in ECAS.

Dean Hale Woodpecker Festival 2022
Plans are well underway for the festival to resume this year. It will be held June 2 –
5. Registration will probably open in mid-April so look for more information in the
Spring Calliope and on the ECAS website.

Birders’ Night, March 17, 7 PM via Zoom
Fighting Crime with Feathers: The Casebook of a Forensic Ornithologist
Join us via Zoom for our March presentation as Pepper Trail, the world's leading
forensic ornithologist, lifts the curtain on the secret world of wildlife crime. As the
ornithologist at the National Fish and Wildlife Forensic Lab in Ashland for over 20
years, Pepper has seen it all, from carved hornbill skulls to Harpy Eagle
headdresses to oil-covered roadrunners to hummingbird love charms. He will
illustrate all this and more in this informative (and sometimes appalling) talk.
Pepper Trail grew up outdoors, on his family's hundred acres of woods and
overgrown fields in upstate New York. He attended Cornell University, where he
earned a Ph.D. in ornithology. After extended periods of field research in
Suriname, Panama, and American Samoa, he settled in Ashland, Oregon in
1994. In 1998, he became the ornithologist for the National Fish and Wildlife
Forensic Laboratory in Ashland, a position he held until his retirement at the end of
2021. As a forensic ornithologist, he provided bird species identification in over
2000 wildlife crime investigations, often with little more than feathers or bones as
evidence. While at the Lab, he established the Feather Atlas of North American
Birds, which has become the leading internet site for feather identification.
Trail is also a writer and poet, with essays regularly appearing in High Country
News and Jefferson Public Radio, and several poetry collections,
including Cascade-Siskiyou: Poems, which was a finalist for the 2016 Oregon Book
Award in Poetry. His most recent book is For the Love of Birds: Visions and
Meditations, which combines Marie Read's extraordinary bird photographs with
Trail's evocative haiku.
The Zoom link is => https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82386510564. This link will be
available on the ECAS website. Invite your friends.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY – Summer Lake Shorebird Survey
After a hiatus of a couple of years the ECAS sponsored Summer Lake Shorebird
Survey is returning this spring. Mary St. Louis. Long time manager of the SLWA,
will be organizing the volunteers. If you are interested here is the information:
Where: Summer Lake Wildlife Area
What: Volunteers conduct counts of all shorebirds and waterbirds across the entire
Summer Lake Wildlife Area.
When:
Saturday & Sunday, May 21 and 22, 2022
Why: The Summer Lake Shorebird Survey has been conducted annually since
2009.

How: Volunteers count from vehicles along roads, and/or by foot hiking along dikes
and levees cross country and/or wading through marsh and shallow ponds in order
to survey all types of wetland habitats. In the past, bicycles, canoes and kayaks
have been used in a few areas. Binoculars are essential and the use of spotting
scopes in many areas is encouraged. Volunteers meet at River Campground on
Summer Lake Wildlife Area at 7:30 am and are assigned specific areas to survey.
Historically, most volunteer have camped at one of the Wildlife Area’s four primitive
sites. Others have chosen commercial lodging at the Lodge at Summer Lake.
In the past, the group has found near 120 species of birds throughout the weekend
of birding.
Please contact Marty St. Louis for additional details and information.
Marty St. Louis: PO Box 68, Summer Lake, OR 97640
Cell phone: (541)-219-0879 or email: martinstlouis541@gmail.com

Golden Eagle by Amanda

GOOD BIRDING!

