
 
 

 
President’s Report 

By Tom Lawler 
 

We (the Board) have been trying to figure out how to more fully engage our members and to                  
offer opportunities for volunteerism. I have written a number of times about volunteering and              
how critical it is to have volunteers to keep ECAS a viable organization. Mardi Jensen, who has                 
been Volunteer Coordinator for two years, is “retiring” from this position at the end of the year. I                  
want to thank her for her service to the organization. Now we need a new Volunteer                
Coordinator. 
 
Jan Rising, our Membership Committee Chairperson, attended the last Board meeting and            
brought forth a number of questions about volunteering. I won’t go into all the questions but the                 
two that brought me the most thought were: 

 
How should the Volunteer Coordinator connect volunteers with projects? 
 
Should the Volunteer Coordinator wait until contacted by a Project Leader asking  
for volunteers or should they be contacting Project Leaders on a regular basis? 
 

I feel that ECAS has trouble connecting volunteers to projects. I will be the first to admit that at                   
times I was contacted about a volunteer but had no project to connect with that volunteer. In                 
many cases there is not an active project to fit the volunteer’s wants. There is also the case that                   
many projects are quite small and require few people. I think we lose volunteers either by choice                 
or by the fact that we can’t provide an opportunity. What areas do we need volunteers? To                 
name a few...Board members, a Treasurer, help with the Annual Event, help with third party               
events which ECAS participates, and leaders for field trips. As you can tell most of these are not                  
the outdoor/conservation projects that many are interested in. The most pressing issue is that              
we need a new Volunteer Coordinator. Would you be interested in filling this position? If so,                
please contact me at ​tjlawler@crestviewcable.com​. Your help would be really appreciated! 
 
As mentioned in the previous article the Board needs positions filled. Just as the Board               
managed to get its nine positions filled we are now faced with two vacancies from Board  
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members that will not seek re-election. Per our By-laws when someone volunteers to fill a               
vacant position they must run for that position at the next annual meeting. You will see Garrett                 
Durheim and Gordon Wetzel’s names on the ballot since they both were appointed by the Board                
to vacant positions. We would really like to have two more names on the ballot. We are still                  
searching for someone to fill the Treasurer position. Our current Treasurer would like to leave               
this position but thankfully is hanging in there until we can find a replacement. Would you be                 
interested in helping shape ECAS and have input into the administration of your society? Please               
contact me at ​tjlawler@crestviewcable.com and I can discuss with you any questions or             
concerns about being on the Board. We would welcome your service. 
 
 
 

Annual Event 
by Diana Roberts 

 
The East Cascades Audubon Society Annual Event is happening on ​Friday​, ​October 18             
from 6 to 9 pm​. We will be gathering at a new venue: the Pine Forest Grange at ​63214 Boyd                   
Acres Rd​ in Bend. At the Annual Event we honor our volunteers and celebrate our many ECAS               
projects. We will also hold a short business meeting, elect directors to fill Board vacancies and                
announce the Volunteer and Conservationist of the year. In addition, Stu Garrett, director of our               
featured conservation project, will update us on local Sage Grouse conservation activities. Like             
last year, coffee, tea and desserts will be provided. (There is no Birders’ Night in October.) 
 
The speaker for this year’s meeting will be ​Harry Fuller​. Harry           
is an active birder, tour guide and author. He is a resident of             
Oregon and the author of “Freeway Birding, San Francisco to          
Seattle” and co-author of “The Great Gray Owl in California,          
Oregon and Washington.”  
 
Harry’s program ​will be ñGreat Gray Owls in Oregonò -          
where they are and where they aren't, which habitats welcome          
this tallest and elusive of all American owls and what limits           
their range. In the past, many popular field guides included          
misleading range maps and inaccurate information sometimes       
calling the Great Gray Owl “a boreal species." Yet they are now            
known to nest as far south as Fresno County, CA. In Europe           
the Great Grays are found only in northern Scandinavia and          
yet, in the US, they are far south of the 45th Parallel. Harry will              
also discuss on-going research into possible breeding       
populations northwest of Deschutes, Clackamas and Marion       
counties. 

Photo by Tom Lawler 
 
 
 
 

2 

mailto:tjlawler@crestviewcable.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/63214+Boyd+Acres+Rd?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/63214+Boyd+Acres+Rd?entry=gmail&source=g


 

Green Ridge Fall Raptor Survey 
by David Vick (or.naturalist@gmail.com    541.923.6943) 

 
Feeling a change in the air? You're not alone. Restless raptors do too and they are on the                  
move. East Cascades Audubon Society's 15th Green Ridge Fall Raptor Survey kicked off the              
last two weekends of September. Surveying will continue the first three weekends of October.              
Our goal is to catch peak migration but the third weekend of October can be touch and go due                   
to weather. We welcome all visitors and volunteers as the more eyes to the sky the better to                  
assist in spotting and tracking migrants. Come up for an hour or stay the day but either way, the                   
scenery and other species are sure to please plus it's a fun way to hone one's skills in                  
identifying raptors at a distance. Mornings often start slow with numbers building up as the               
afternoon progresses. The last 8 miles to the site are dirt but can be easily navigated by any                  
passenger car. Detailed information and directions can be found on ECAS's excellent website             
under the PROJECTS tab.  Hope to see you there! 

 

ECAS Membership Drive 
by Jan Rising 

 
    ​WHEN​:  Saturday, October 26, 10am to 2pm 
   ​ WHERE​:  Wild Birds Unlimited  

             New ECAS members will get a coupon for $20 off purchase, good Sat. Oct 26 only. 
Renewing ECAS members  will get a coupon for 25% off one item, again good only Sat Oct. 26.  

The coupons exclude gift cards and binoculars.  

 

Welcome New ECAS Members!  

from Miriam Lipsitz 
 

Cynthia Claridge Redmond, OR 
Mechelle Griffin Sunriver, OR 
KD/Kent Lam/Bingham Bend, OR 
Craig Lassen Bend, OR 
Joan MacDonald Glen Ellen, CA 
Gary Maschmeyer Brookings, OR 
Natasha McFarland Bend, OR 
Valerie White Bend, OR 
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November 21st Birders’ Night 

By Sue Bertsch 
 

Abbott Schindlerôs presentation on Eagles 
 
Bird photography is one of Abbott Schindler's many        
interests in the natural world, and he has been         
photographing nature for many years. In this century,        
he’s worked to get “close and personal” to birds in          
particular (they’re generally safer than bison, moose,       
bear and elk, which he’s also gotten uncomfortably        
close to.) His photographic work and equipment       
utilize his extensive R&D experience, studies of       
photographic technique and composition, and     
classroom experiences. His work has been published       
in scientific and industry journals and fine art books,         
and it is used extensively by the High Desert         
Museum. 

 
In 2018 Abbott had a unique opportunity to        
observe and photograph a Golden eaglet—from      
an unusually close vantage point—from shortly      
after it hatched until it fledged. Abbott will        
describe the challenges and surprises that      
greeted him during this 3-month experience      
during a slideshow of the eaglet’s physical and        
behavioral development and interactions with its      
majestic parents. He’ll also contrast the Golden       
eaglet’s development and interactions with those      
of Bald eaglets he’s watched for several years.  
 

 
Join us every third Thursday of the month at the Environmental Center in Bend. There's time for                 
coffee and conversation with other Birders, a slideshow of pictures taken by featured             
photographers, and informative presentations on a wide range of topics. 
  
Location:​ ​The Environmental Center​, 16 N/W Kansas, Bend, Oregon 97701 
Program: Social gathering time is from 6:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Programs begin at 7:00 p.m.                
and usually lasts until 8:30 p.m. Free and open to the public.  
 
NOTE: There is no Birders' Night in December as ECAS focuses on Christmas Bird Counts.  
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Whychus Canyon Golden Eagle Nest 
2019 Season: &khf 3ghpfZ`^]]hg mh Zg ^Z`e^m _Zeebg` _khf ma^ g^lm mh 

ln\\^ll_ne _e^]`bg` h_ mph lmkhg` rhng` ^Z`e^l 
by Jim Hammond 

 
HISTORY To the best of our knowledge, Golden Eagle parents Rocky and Petra started using               
the nest site in 2010 and have used it yearly over the past ten years. 2010 was also the first                    
year a nest camera streamed video to the internet. Forrest Babcock and Janet Zuelke, owners               
at that time of the property with a view of the nest, regularly streamed video to the internet with                   
the support of the property owner where the nest is located. In 2015, with new owners of both                  
nest and camera properties, ECAS took over the funding of internet costs as a special project.                
In the ten years of nest activity so far, 16 eaglets have fledged from this nest. You can read a                    
more detailed history on the ECAS website under Projects, Golden Eagle Cam:            
https://www.ecaudubon.org/golden-eagle-cam While each season has had its share of exciting          
moments and sometimes heart stopping activities, 2019 saw a new level of such phenomena.  
 
THIS YEAR A camera was installed by February 20 when eagle activity in the nest area was                 
noted by observers. Soon after the installation, the internet connection was renewed and a new               
website domain was established. Conflict with the previous domain, ending in “.com”            
necessitated registering a new domain: ​www.goldeneaglecam.org A series of heavy snow           
storms, including “Snowmageddon” caused the camera to malfunction between 22 and 28            
February.  Petra was clearly incubating by early March when the camera image cleared.  
 
Nest activities during incubation proceeded normally and eggs hatched on April 6 and April 9.               
Shortly after hatching, the Sisters Park and Recreation District Preschool pupils named the             
eaglets Metolius (first hatched) and Whychus. Videos of early feeding showed both eaglets             
getting fed: ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14ejb9AzNIM 
 
There were several incidents of severe sibling conflict observed between one and three weeks              
after hatching. During the week of April 22 Whychus was seriously picked on by her sibling;                
many viewers were afraid she would perish from injuries or lack of food. What I called “Battle                 
Royale” occurred on April 22 with Whychus appearing, perhaps, injured after the battle ends.              
Caution: this can be disturbing to watch. ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3l95omDVEY        
On one occasion it looked like Whychus had been forced off the nest, but she reappeared from                 
hiding after a day. After that week we saw very little additional aggression by the larger eaglet                 

for several weeks. 
By May 16, Whychus appeared a week to 10 days          
behind Metolius in her development. The week of May         
20 and later, saw Metolius get more aggressive toward         
Whychus. Many observers thought this aggression was       
essentially starving Whychus and suggested “rescuing”      
Whychus from the nest. This suggestion was soundly        
shot down by experts such as Jim Anderson and Frank          
Isaacs. 
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